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The Gifted Education Centre

To Go Beyond the Known    

Gifted Online

An Opportunity for Your Child

Gifted Online is a programme for children who show high abilities in academic study, in creativity, in exceptional focus on interesting tasks, or in any area related to thinking. Each New Zealand school is required to identify children who are gifted, and each school has their own criteria, but it is typical for around 5-10% of children in a school to be identified. Lists of characteristics like the one at http://www.georgeparkyncentre.org/parentsnew.html may be used to guide schools in identifying gifted children, and are also useful to parents in deciding whether their child might be gifted.

Although the Ministry of Education requires schools to identify children who are gifted, it does not provide schools with money or training to meet the needs of these children. Gifted Online is funded by parents. At present, GO Teams are operating on a trial basis at a trial price of $15.00 per child per week, based on a term-by-term commitment between The Gifted Education Centre, the Parent and the school. We appreciate your feedback, as this will help us to serve the needs of gifted children in your community. 

Our goals include:

Keeping great minds in rural communities.

Supporting gifted children, their families, and their teachers.

Providing an online opportunity for gifted children to meet and share work with other children of similar ability. 

Providing a supportive online community in which teachers can develop their skills in ICT and gifted education.

Finding out more about Gifted Online:

1. Visit our site at http://ultranet.giftededucation.org.nz and the site of our parent organisation, The Gifted Education Centre, at http://giftededucation.org.nz .

2. Phone, e-mail or Skype our Gifted Online teacher, Mary St George:

· Phone 07 849 4842

· E-mail mail4mary@xtra.co.nz
· Skype mary-on-skype 

3. Our contact person at your school __________________________________ has access to the password protected area of the Gifted Online website, and may be able to show you more.  

Support from your child’s school:

Your child has been offered a place in a GO Team. A GO team is a new venture with reduced costs in which the school provides a support person for all their Gifted Online students. This support person, the GO Team teacher, will do the following:

1. Meet with the GO Team regularly to brainstorm ways in which open ended tasks can be handled, facilitate any co-operative work, and to give support and feedback. Monitor time management. Make sure that GO Team members are getting adequate time for independent GO work within their regular classes.

2. Liaise with Gifted Online about any problems.

3. Communicate with parents.

4. Give us feedback about how the programme is working out in your school. 

What We Provide:

1. Planned lessons differentiated for the needs of gifted learners. Most tasks have a low threshold and a high ceiling, meaning that children of mixed abilities will find a point of engagement, while children who are gifted across the board will be able to handle the tasks in adult-like ways, and find ample challenge.

2. An online community where able learners can share their work with other gifted students. This offers challenge and stimulation above that which one school can offer alone, and is comparable to the benefit sporty children experience through placement in a representative team.

3. Weekly chat sessions which your child and GO Team teacher from your school can attend. Some chats include voice communication, but text only chat is available, and is less disruptive if a child is “chatting” from a regular classroom. 

4. Parents' chat via Skype once per term.

Are you waiting for a place?

Schools new to the GO programme have been advised to start small to ensure that the GO Team teacher is not overloaded while they try something new. You may have a child who seems likely to be gifted, but who has not been offered a place just yet. If you really want to get started immediately, you may apply for a place for your child as a GO Solo student. GO Solo students are not supported by the GO Team teacher, but contact us directly with all their support needs, and receive a higher level of feedback from Gifted Online, including written reports twice a year. Both an application fee and tuition fees apply. The cost of assessment is $285.00 and the cost per week is $50.00.
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